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by Daniel Kim

After months of upheaval, teach-
ers are finally leaving their “swing 
space” locations to settle back into 
their forever homes. 

Students and teachers alike can 
give thanks that C Hall has reached 
completion.  Over Thanksgiv-
ing, several classes returned to 
the newly modernized hall. The 
building has been refurbished with 
updated classrooms for  Restaurant 
and Health Careers, ASB, and other 
subject classes. 

The previous ventilation system 
was a significant issue in a teaching 
environment, distracting students 
and teachers as they went through 
their classes. The air and heat were 
extremely loud, but now after 
construction the HVAC systems 
have been replaced and are now 
silent, allowing teachers to educate 
without having to raise their voices. 

As with the other hallways, lock-
ers have been added, and the floors 
and interior have been insulated and 
carpeted to ensure a comfortable, 
safe learning environment.

Principal Bryan Auld is excited 

by Tiana Cope

Students wishing to celebrate the 
season by contributing to a good 
cause can participate in upcoming 
Great Strides events to raise aware-
ness and funds in support of cystic 
fibrosis (CF) research. 

With a coin drive, walk, and 
mock Olympics on the calendar, 
students have ample opportunity to 
make a difference. Students’ efforts 
will have even greater impact again 
this year, as the school’s donations 
will  be matched dollar for dollar 
by BHS alumnus Bob Eichenberg, 
who has helped Burroughs donate 
several thousand dollars to Great 
Strides over the past two years.

The signature event, a 5k walk, 
is this Saturday at the Cerro Coso 
track. Burroughs has made a strong 
showing at the walk for the past 
several years, including AVID, 
CSF, Friends of Rachel, NHS, 
sports teams, and others hoping to 
show their support for the cause. 

CF is a life-threatening, inherited 
disorder that damages the person’s 
lungs and digestive system. Unlike 
higher profile diseases like cancer, 
CF is a relatively rare “orphan dis-

Modernization comes close to an end with C Hall
for the reopening of the hall and  
outlined the new campus students 
will be met with after Thanksgiv-
ing break.

“[W]e  are excited about all of 
the improved safety conditions on 
campus,” said Auld. “The exterior 
lights throughout campus make 
a big difference with regard to 
safety.  In addition, all of the con-
crete and asphalt has been graded 
so that there should be little if any 
flooding or puddling in even the 
heaviest of storms.”

While these improvements are a 
major benefit, one class is looking 
forward to simply having more 
space. The ASB class will be mov-
ing into the new hall with ASB 
Advisor Eileen Poole. Poole is 
enthusiastic for her new classroom 
and explains how a modernized 
classroom will benefit ASB.

“It’s going to be a lot easier for 
us because we will be a lot closer 
to everything. When students have 
to come sign up in our classroom, 
we will get a lot more participation 
since they don’t have to walk all 
the way over here [to I-4]. We will 

be a lot closer when we are doing 
something in the Sherman Shack or 
when we are setting up for the rally. 
I think it’s gonna be wonderful!”

Poole’s English class and ASB 
have moved into the new C Hall, 
while her original classroom in I4 
is now occupied by English teacher 
Peter Marvin.

Poole’s class will not be the 
only one met with changes after 
the reconstruction of C Hall. Lisa 
Cosner’s Restaurant Careers class 
will also enter C Hall this quarter.

Senior Alex White is looking 

forward to getting into a fully 
equipped kitchen classroom. 

“At the moment our classroom is 
a lot smaller and we have just two 
griddles,” he stated. “[Moving into 
a new hall,] we will have all of our 
cooking appliances available and 
more room to store stuff.”

The modernization of C Hall will 
have significant improvements on 
the quality and safety of Burroughs’ 
academic environment. 

After the completion of C Hall, 
only a few big projects are left to 
be finished, the most significant 

of which is a new administration 
building. The structure is currently 
being constructed offsite and will  
be delivered to its pad near the 
CTE building  in January and open 
in February.  

“I believe that modernization 
has, and will continue to, increase 
morale on our campus,” asserted 
Auld.  “Gone are the days of pink 
block walls with fading green eaves 
and doors.  We now have buildings 
that just look nice and that make a 
big difference with regard to cam-
pus morale.”

Ridgecrest making Great Strides
ease” that does not receive as much 
public attention or funding. Only 
30,000 people in the United States 
are diagnosed with CF. Despite its 
rarity, within the Ridgecrest area, 
four people have been diagnosed 
with the disorder. About one in 
thirty people are carriers.

The local walk is spearheaded 
by the Frisbee family. BHS Junior 
Trevor Frisbee has two younger 
sisters who are both diagnosed 
with CF. Luckily, the disorder was 
caught early, so they have been able 
to minimize complications.

“We have gotten used to the daily 
routines, so we don’t seem to be 
affected much; but it does take a 
lot of time to make sure they stay 
healthy and happy,” said Frisbee.

The Frisbee sisters are very ac-
tive in sports which help keep the 
lung fluids loose. They have also 
recently participated in a new drug 
trial that has shown promise. 

Another local connection is 
Ben Hawkins, the young son of 
former English teacher Stephanie 
Hawkins. In the past, several teach-
ers and students have walked to 
support “Ben’s Brigade.” 

English Teacher Ernestina Wil-
son is among those committed to 
supporting Great Strides.

“I enjoy helping the cause and 
continuing to connect with people 
with cystic fibrosis and planning 
and organizing with the Frisbees, 
AVID Club, and other local com-
munity members during the Great 
Strides Walk.”

Assistant Principal Carrie Cope 
is another supporter.

“I’ve been going to the walk for 
at least five years,” said Cope. “One 
of my kids’ friends has the disease 
and has shown improvement from 
the research done; their quality of 
life has improved and their life-
expectancy has increased.”

Students can contribute to Great 
Strides through the coin drive, 
joining the walk Saturday at 9:30 
a.m., or participating in next week’s 
Great Strides Games, where stu-
dents or teams can compete in 
humorous mock Olympic contests.  
Just imagine fencing with pool 
noodles and you will get the idea.

While prizes will be awarded, the 
emphasis is on having fun. Stop by 
I3 or J3 to sign up or for more info. 

by emily aralar

The annual book fair is coming 
to Burroughs again, promoting 
reading while raising funds to 
benefit the school library. 

“The book fair is about raising 
awareness on teen literacy,” said 
Librarian Janna Pearce. “Kids don’t 
read these days, most of them are 
on their phone.” 

The book fair hopes to entice 
students away from their social 
media with a wide selection and 
reminder that reading can be fun, 
Along with books for all reading 
levels, the event will include some 
competitions, including separate 
contests for faculty members and 
students. 

“We will also be incorporating a 
prize wheel with free food coupons 
and other prizes, and there will be 
a grand prize,” said Pearce.  “All 
of the money that is fundraised 
will go to helping the library get 
more books.”

English Teacher April Griffin 
looks forward to the book fair 

each year. 
“The book fair provides students 

with the opportunity to purchase 
books without having to go to 
the city!” enthused Griffin, who 
encouraged students to see the 
value in picking up a physical text. 
“Unlike e-readers, you can interact 
with the book and you can have a 
relationship with it.”

English Teacher Eileen Poole 
believes many young people still 
love books. 

“So many of my students in my 
honors class read and have books 
on their desks, and it hurts me to 
tell them that they have to put them 
away during class,” said Poole, who 
said she thinks the library staff do 
“a fabulous job” putting on the 
book fair each year. 

“The games are so much fun, and 
maybe I’ll finally win this year!” 
she joked. 

The book fair preview day for 
parents and faculty will be De-
cember 1, and the book fair for all 
students will be December 4-8.

Burroughs book fair 
reopens its doors

by Kylie GriffiTh

With Thanksgiving coming up, 
many people look towards chari-
ties to donate time and money. Our 
Burroughs campus is definitely not 
lacking of charities to donate to, 
especially at this time of the year. 

As students who have spied the 
decorated boxes in classrooms 
have learned, Key Club is helping 
collect canned food to donate to the 
Salvation Army. The food will then 
be distributed to families in need 
throughout Ridgecrest. 

According to Key Club Secre-
tary Malia Camacho, the process of 
collecting food for holiday baskets 
started with the decoration and dis-
tribution of collection boxes. 

Now the boxes are passed out 
and eagerly awaiting students’ non-
perishable donations.  

“We put in bulletin announce-
ments and posters advertising the 

beginning of the food drive to let 
students know to start donating,” 
said Camacho. 

As of right now, the donations of 
much-needed items are just begin-
ning to add up.  Key Club Vice-
President Jenny Weik is confident 
in the amount of donations they 
will receive. 

“The collection just started, so 
the donation boxes look pretty bare 
right now, but our collections have 
been successful in the past, so I’m 
confident we will bring in plenty of 
canned food,” said Weik.

Once the donated food is col-
lected, Key Club ensures that it is 
delivered to families in need around 
the local community. 

“We get a list of families in 
Ridgecrest in need from the Salva-
tion Army and organize baskets of 
donations for each of them,” said 
Camacho. They supplement the 

donated goods by shopping for 
additional items as well.

Key Club students say they love 
to see the compassion demonstrated 
through this food drive. 

“I personally like to see how 
good hearted my fellow classmates 
are at the end of the fundraiser 
when I see how much food has been 
donated,” said Weik. 

Key Club Advisor and Chemis-
try Teacher Derek Zhang, a former 
Burroughs student, is involved in 
the donation process and finds his 
students’ efforts inspiring.

“Back when I was in Key Club, 
I really enjoyed going out and de-
livering the food,” recalled Zhang. 
“It’s very rewarding to be out there 
and making a difference for some-
one else. As a teacher, it’s great to 
see students wanting to participate. 
Seeing compassion for others is 
something I find truly inspiring.”

 

Burroughs Key Club celebrates 
season with annual Food Drive

by maheen ahmaD

The local branch of the Kern 
County Library has been hosting 
diverse and entertaining activities 
for all ages from 
Tuesday to Sat-
urday.

One  in te r-
es t ing act iv-
i ty  great  for 
stressed out high 
schoolers would 
be the Color Me 
Happy program.

A c c o r d i n g 
to the library’s 
website, “Color-
ing isn’t just for 
kids anymore! 
It’s a relaxing, 
stress-relieving, 
& fun way to 
socialize at your library.”

On every Saturday, from 9 a.m. 
to 12 noon, the library leaves out 
detailed coloring pages for people 
to use at any time within those 
hours. The activity allows partici-
pants to choose their own designs 
and color individually or with a 
group of friends. 

Library Supervisor Charissa 
Wagner  described Color Me Happy 
as a great way to for people to ex-
press their creativity any way they 

would like to. 
“We usually have a great variety 

of art supplies, like markers, cray-
ons, and colored pencils out and 

available for any-
one to use,” Wagner 
indicated.  

She emphasized 
the low-stress ap-
peal of the activity.

“People don’t 
have to be great 
artists to color and 
so we welcome all 
ages, even though 
most of the color-
ing pages we have 
are more for older 
children or adults.” 

Sophomore Ash-
lynne Holly recent-
ly went to one of the 

coloring sessions with some friends 
and enjoyed her time there. 

“I went with two of my friends, 
and there were some fun coloring 
pages that we picked out,” said 
Holly. “I brought my own color 
pencils because I wasn’t sure if 
they’d have a lot, but they did. 
Overall, it was really relaxing and 
fun to just color and be a kid again!” 

On any Saturday morning, head 
over to the local library with a few 
friends and color your stress away!

Local library joins in on 
colorful relaxation craze

Students can get their hands on a range of titles during  the Book Fair.  
photo by Chase Cracraft

AVID Club members show support for the annual Great Strides walk.

Senior Liliana Ramirez and Interact Club member Renee Bradford share their seasonal spirit in a pumpkin 
painting party between the service club and Life Skills students.  photo by Maheen Ahmad

Students Interact using pumpkins
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by Haley Savage

Holiday season is approaching 
quickly, and with that comes every 
shopaholic’s favorite day of the 
year: Black Friday. 

While getting all your favorite 
items on sale is great, there are 
several downsides to Black Friday. 

First of all, every single store 
on Black Friday is filled with large 
crowds that make it an unpleasant 
experience. Having large crowds 
means you are battling with several 
other people for the same item. 
Over the years there have been 
several reports of injuries and fights 
on Black Friday due to absurdly 
large crowds, and this year was no 
exception.

Another downside to Black 
Friday is the amount of money 
people spend at the event. When 
everything is on sale, people are 
tempted to buy items even if they 
don’t need them. This leaves shop-
pers overspending their money and 
ending up with items they don’t 

by emily aralar

As Christmas decorations clash 
with “for-sale” Halloween decora-
tions in the Walmart aisles, people 
question if there should be a separa-
tion of holidays. Is it good to have 
so much spirit for three months? Or 
does the spirit wear out as people go 
from back-to-back holidays?

In September, Christmas decora-
tions have already gone on sale. 
Some people enjoy buying decora-
tions in advance, but having three 
months of Christmas degrades 
the greatness of the holiday itself.  
Many people believe that it is an-
noying and strange to have decora-
tions out so early in advance.

What is lost in the constant crush 
of non-stop celebration?  As memes 
of being in the Halloween spirit on 
October 31 and in the Christmas 
spirit on November 1 make clear, 
people tend to skip over Thanks-
giving. People should enjoy the 
turkeys, pumpkins and Thanksgiv-

by Natalie gilbert aNd Kylie 
griffitH

“Thor: Ragnarok” is one of 
the funniest Marvel movies yet, 
earning well-deserved praise from 
audiences and critics alike. 

“Thor: Ragnarok” is a movie 
that is fit for all ages, with a perfect 
blend of humor and adventure. The 
opening scene to that movie was 
absolutely jaw dropping, and that 
was of Thor trapped in a cage talk-
ing to a skeleton. 

In the cage he summarizes the 
previous Avenger movies, for those 
new to the franchise. Task done, 
he breaks out of the cage and we 
see an epic battle scene, with him 
supposedly preventing Ragnarok, 
the prophesied death of his home 
planet Asgard.

Once again, Thor’s family drama 
was the center of conflict. Sibling 
rivalry was definitely a major plot 
device as well as a source of humor. 

by CHriStiNa Neipp

Season 2 of Netflix’s Stranger 
Things was a huge success! 

After the first season was re-
leased, everyone could not wait 
for the next adventure, and it did 
not disappoint.  

Mike, Dustin, Lucas, and Will all 
tried to go back to their everyday 
normal lives; but everything just 
seemed to have gone down hill 
from there — which means the 
arrival of new adventures, new 
drama, and new characters. There’s 
a new girl in town, Max, but look 
out for her brother Billy. Another 
newcomer is the well-intentioned 
Bob Newby. Even Eleven finds a 
way to expand her personal and 
physical horizons.

I binged watch season two in two 
days with some friends and fam-
ily. I already thought season one 
was absolutely perfect, but once I 
finished season two, I thought the 
latest episodes were amazing. 

If you are one of the few who do 
not know what I’m talking about, 
where have you been?

If you have no plans for winter 
break, grab a bowl of popcorn, 
a blanket, and maybe a friend or 

ʙʏ Jᴀᴅᴀ Asʜʟᴇʏ
As most of us were reminded 

last week, Black Friday is one of 
the biggest shopping events of the 
year. It’s the day after Thanksgiv-
ing where people can shop until 
they drop. 

While many people criticize the 
day as crazed capitalism grown 
out of control, pointing to isolated 
incidents of violence, for most the 
day is a great opportunity to save 
money and have fun while doing so. 

Many people use this day as a 
way to buy gifts for loved ones 
and friends at a very reduced price, 
Although the stores and lines may 
be chaotic, that’s part of the excite-
ment of Black Friday shopping. 
Most people are willing to wait so 
they don’t have to purchase some-
thing at full price. 

Teenagers alike may use Black 
Friday as a reason to spend quality 
time with their friends or family 
while shopping, whether waiting 
early for “doorbusting” deals or 
making a daylong event out of it.

Businesses count on Black Fri-
day as a way to clear backed up 
stock that they have, pricing items 
at very reduced levels, which ben-
efits consumers.

even want. 
Another negative of Black Fri-

day is having to wake up super 
early if you want to get anything 
good. People set up tents and 
camp overnight to get the items 
they want, so if you want a chance, 
you too have to wake up at an 
unreasonable hour. While people 
talk about this as an opportunity to 
bond together as friends or family, 
wouldn’t it be more meaningful to 
do so over meaningful conversation 
instead of arguing with strangers 
over a half-priced shirt? 

The last reason that Black Friday 
is not as great as it as hyped up to be 
is the attention it takes away from 
Thanksgiving. Hours after people 
have a nice dinner with their fami-
lies reminiscing on what they are 
thankful for, they go out and battle 
people for “must have” items just 
because they are on sale. 

Next year, think twice before 
buying into Black Friday: that deal 
may cost more than you realize. 

Annual consumer frenzy is an 
overvalued tradition

It makes lots of sense — and 
lots of cents  —  to shop on Black 
Friday. 

Some people even take the day 
off work to go shopping with their 
family or for their family, so it can 
actually bring families together. 

Over 154 million people at-
tended Black Friday in 2016, which 

was three million more people than 
the year before. Each year Black 
Friday grows into a larger holiday 
that more and more people and 
companies decide to participate in. 

Consumers should take advan-
tage of the deals on offer and make 
memories with their families and 
friends while doing so. 

Sales benefit 
consumers 
and offer 
opportunities for 
fun times

ing food while they can. Everyone 
seems to be forgetting autumn as 
they go from summer to winter.

Having “Jingle Bells” stuck in 
your head isn’t very appealing ei-
ther. Don’t people want to savor the 
holiday spirit for when it’s closer to 
Christmas? Hearing Christmas mu-
sic in Starbucks this early doesn’t 
seem to put people in the holiday 

Does the cornucopia mashup of 
holidays ruin a jolly good time?

Loki, although a trickster as always, 
does eventually show his good side, 
and teams up with Thor to help fight 
off his sister. 

The interactions between Thor 
and other characters such as the 
Hulk and Valkyrie were also very 
amusing. 

Despite the relatively light tone, 
there were some very serious mo-
ments, such as when battles were 
going on between Thor and Hela. 
Hela was Odin’s daughter and 
Thor’s sister, but she was also the 
goddess of death and the villainess 
of this movie.

“Thor: Ragnarok” featured 
two very prominent female roles, 
Valkyrie played by Tessa Thomp-
son and Hela played by Cate 
Blanchett. Valkyrie was an ex-
Asgardian warrior, part of a league 
of all female warriors who swore to 
protect the throne of Asgard.  

Throughout the whole movie, 

family member who hasn’t seen it 
either. With each episode only an 
hour long, it is definitely binge-
worthy. 

While the series falls inside the 
horror or science fiction genre, 
its real appeal is in its character 
relationships and sense of humor. 
Set in the 1980s, it offers nostalgia 
for older viewers and mysteries to 
satisfy conspiracy theorists, but it is 
its universal celebration of friend-
ship and family that make up its real 
superpowers. 

“Stranger Things” is 
a unique experience

“Thor Ragnarok” releases as 
Marvel’s new legendary movie
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by graNt vigNeault

Very few men and women across 
the nation know the true sacrifices 
made by men and women on a daily 
basis to protect our lives from all 
enemies around the globe. Even 
fewer have taken on the challenge, 
bore arms overseas, and endured 
the challenges only a soldier can 
face to protect American life. 

One of the most daring and dif-
ficult challenges for many of these 
warriors is simply re-acclimating to 
life back in the States after multiple 
deployments in dangerous, deadly 
situations. 

“Thank You for Your Service” is 
an incredible story that captivates 
and details the life of Sgt. Adam 
Schumann, United States Army, as 
he struggles to overcome post-war 
PTSD and contribute to society in 
a way that is as self-fulfilling as 
he found his work in Afghanistan. 

While this may seem just like 
any other modern-war thriller ever 
conceived, this biography hones 
in on the support men and women 
returning from active duty need 

once they return home for good. 
In addition to the main sto-

ryline that focuses on the life of 
Sgt. Schumann, another subplot 
illustrates the thoughts and ac-
tions of Specialist Tausolo Aeiti, 
United States Army, as he works 
to overcome his own psychological 
problems while trying to re-enlist 
to rejoin his unit  in Afghanistan. 

The theme that parallels each 
individual storyline is the idea 
that soldiers returning from the 
front lines need help, and each 
person’s own needs are different 
from others. 

The movie argues that it is our 
duty as Americans to help our vet-
erans return to a life that is suitable 
for a hero; making their lives better 
can be achieved in a multitude of 
ways. But first, we need to take ac-
tion and prove that we are willing 
to take charge. 

If you want to be inspired, be-
come devoted to helping a cause 
greater than yourself, “Thank You 
for Your Service” has the power 
to do so.

Here is a new take on 
the American hero

Tis the season —
to think of others
by Natalie gilbert

Students and teachers no doubt 
enjoyed last week’s break away 
from school, relishing the holiday 
as time to eat some amazing food 
while spending it with family and 
friends. The local grocery aisles 
were filled with people grabbing all 
of the food that makes Thanksgiv-
ing, Thanksgiving. 

Have you ever stopped to won-
der what this season was all about? 
Well, it is in the name, and that is 
being thankful and gracious for 
what you have. 

Many people during this season 
also go around and help others out, 
making sure that everyone has a 
reason to feel grateful.

In this season, many people are 
putting together food baskets for 
people around our community. 
Several hundred people can sign 
up to receive a Thanksgiving or 
Christmas basket. Theses baskets 

contain all the fundamentals for 
the best holiday dinner you will 
ever have. 

The Salvation Army is one of 
these organizations that gath-
ers food for these baskets. They 
work with local organizations and 
churches to help distribute the 
baskets to those in need. 

Food baskets provide a Thanks-
giving meal so that these families 
can enjoy holiday traditions along 
with everyone else. They usually 
have a turkey, some canned veg-
etables, and maybe a pie or two. 

The point of these baskets is to 
help spread the spirit of Thanks-
giving. The holiday helps us to be 
thankful for what we have and if 
we can help others, we are spread-
ing this joy. 

The truth is we should not be 
thankful only during this time of 
year. We should be thankful all 

mood. How can we savor the flavor 
of our PSL s when “Jingle Bells” is 
drowning out the joy?   

Although one day out of the 
month isn’t enough to celebrate one 
holiday, one month is plenty of time 
for getting in the Christmas spirit. 
Next year, let’s just enjoy Thanks-
giving while we have it; Christmas 
can wait its turn. 

there was always something to be 
laughing about, whether it was the 
line said by a character or an event 
that just happened.

The movie ends with a “home is 
where the heart is” message, show-
ing its Disney colors. All in all, this 
is truly a family movie.

Black Friday Sales: Consuming chaos or wallet winner? 
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by Manasi Panchal

BHS juniors braved the cold and 
early morning hours last month to 
sign up for highly-coveted seats on 
the annual college tour. They will 
explore colleges and universities 
around Southern California from 

February 21-23.
Spots are offered to 52 students 

who meet the UC/CSU systems’ a-g 
college entrance requirement with a 
3.0 or higher cumulative GPA. The 
trip allows them to tour different 
schools prior to submitting their 

Students sign up for ever-popular college tour
college applications.

“We offer these trips to these 
kids so they are exposed to as 
many universities in the state of 
California that are UC schools, 
CSU schools and private universi-
ties,” said Head Counselor David 

by Kylie Griffith

If “senioritis” is what has the 
class of 2018 most relaxed, it’s 
college applications that have been 
adding to their stress.  

Many students have been work-
ing on getting accepted into college 
for a long time, and this is the mo-
ment  they’ve been working toward 
as submittal deadlines near.  

“I have been working on college 
applications for the past month,” 
said Senior Hayley Green. “I be-
gan researching colleges last year, 
determining where I wanted to go, 
which colleges were right for me, 
and narrowing it down to which 
ones are the most worth it, as each 
application costs money.” 

Senior Haley Savage has also 
been at it for a bit. 

“I began at the beginning of 
October and have worked on them 
over the weekends every week,” 

said Savage. 
“The most challenging part of 

the application process so far is 
trying to fit everything I would like 
to say in 350 words or less,” said 
Green, referencing the applications’  
word limits. 

“I feel like I should be writing so 
much more, and I’m afraid I’m not 
including enough information in 
the short amount of words.”   

Our seniors do have advice for 
future applicants. 

“Make sure you start early and 
know what you want to major in 
and what the best schools that offer 
that major are,” said Savage.

“Determine where you would 
like to apply that is reasonable, and 
not out of your expected range,” 
added Green. 

As always, students’ counselors 
are a great source of advice on the 
application process.

Students challenge 
chess tournament
by halle WonG

Gateway Elementary School 
hosted its third chess tournament 
of the year November 10. 

Eighty-two participants from 
kindergarten to twelfth grade par-
ticipated in four to six rounds. 

High school students are per-
forming well in the rankings. Cur-
rent scores for grade levels partici-
pating in the 9-12 section after three 
tournaments are eleventh grade 
with 5.5 points, twelfth grade with 
11 points, eighth grade  with 12.5 
points, ninth grade with 19 points 
and tenth grade with 20 total points. 

Students wishing to test their 
chess success are encouraged to 
participate. The next tournament 
is December 16, with two more 
occurring January 15 and February 
19 at Gateway Elementary School.

Registration is from 8:20 a.m. 
to 9:00 a.m. for every tournament. 
These tournaments are free for all 
students. 

Every player will play four to 
six rounds with no eliminations. 
All games last up to 30 minutes 
with time control at 15 minutes for 
each player.        

Raffle tickets and concessions 
are sold at the back table. Awards 
and door prizes are announced from 
12:30 to 1:00 p.m. 

Anyone playing in the high 
school division can choose from 
medals, trophies, or a gift card 
based on performance. 

Everyone will get an award.
For more information on the 

tournaments, contact Dwight Mor-
gan at (760) 377-0034 or dmor-
gan178@yahoo.com.

by lillyan becKer and  
haley savaGe

With Thanksgiving and the rest 
of the winter season finally upon 
us, menus around town are bringing 
back holiday favorites, including 
that wintertime staple, pumpkin 
spice latte.  

In honor of these wonderfully 
flavored drinks, we decided to go 
around Ridgecrest and to seek out 
the best-tasting pumpkin spice 
latte. We went to the three most 
popular coffee shops in town: 
Starbucks, Pony Espresso, and 
Beanster’s Espresso.    

Beanster’s Espresso was the 
first place we stopped to get one. 
This coffee shop’s pumpkin spice 
latte stuck very true to its pumpkin 
flavor and tasted almost exactly 
like pumpkin puree. The drink 
was also sprinkled with cinnamon, 
which gave it a nice holiday taste. 
However, the latte was missing a 
little bit of sweetness and the coffee 
flavor it should have had. Overall, 

the latte was good and we give it 
a 6.5/10. 

The next location we went to 
was Pony Espresso. This drive-thru 
coffee shop offered a very sweet 
pumpkin spice latte. The latte was 
missing a little bit of the strong 
pumpkin flavor it should have 
had. Overall, the latte was good 
but could have had a little more 
holiday taste and real flavor in it. 
We give it a 7/10. 

Starbucks was our last stop, 
which gave us the best latte out 
of the three shops. The drink was 
the perfect blend between the dis-
tinguishable pumpkin flavor and 
strong yet sweet coffee topped with 
cinnamon. We give it a 9/10. 

So, when you want to enjoy the 
fall season and look for a warm 
delicious drink, remember to con-
sider any of the three pumpkin 
spice lattes! 

These lattes will definitely sat-
isfy your craving and put you in 
the holiday spirit. 

The perfect latte is here!

Senior Haley Savage marvels at the return of the Pumpkin Spice Latte, a 
staple that lets us know fall is here.    

 photo by Lilly Becker

by tiMothy neiPP

November is nearly over, and the 
deadline to submit many college 
applications is fast approaching. 
Because of this, you should make 
the best use of the remaining days 
to submit an application and start fi-
nalizing your thinking about where 
you want to spend the next four or 
five years of your life.  

Choosing the right college will 
have a significant impact on your 
next few years and on your (or your 
parents’) bank account, so choosing 
the right college is one of the most 
important decisions you will make. 

Aside from whether the school 
offers your intended major, one 
important factor to consider is 
the campus’ location. Even if the 
school is in California, it may be far 
from home. Is that distance a good 
thing or not, in your eyes?   

Another idea to consider is the 
type of school. Is it public or pri-
vate? Is it large or small? What’s 
the teacher-to-student ratio? These 
factors are some that determine 
how likely you are to perform 
your best. 

Once you have narrowed down 
the list of schools to apply to, the 
next step is focusing on the applica-
tions themselves. 

While this advice is a little late 
for this year’s students, next year’s 
seniors should remember to start 
early and keep ahead of deadlines 
in order to be prepared in case any 
problems arise when working on 
your application. 

Second, be honest. The admis-
sions team will check your data 

points and determine based on 
what you have told them whether 
you will get into the university or 
college.

Next, pace yourself on answer-
ing the personal essay and the 
college questions. They should 
reflect on yourself, but should also 
be clearly constructed and free of 
grammatical errors. 

Fourth, double check, and if 
need be, triple check all of the 

College app deadlines near

Vigneault.
“We want all of our students that 

are going to be applying to colleges 
in the fall their senior year to be 
prepared with all the knowledge 
of what all the different types of 
academic institution are like and 
what their requirements are.”

This year’s students are excited 
to go on this tour and see their col-
lege options close to home. 

“I believe by going on the col-
lege tour, it will show me possibili-
ties I haven’t considered or looked 
at,” said Junior Madison Japp. 
“I also think it will help give me 
some perspective and insight into 
my future.”

Senior Grant Vigneault, who at-
tended last year’s tour, explained 
the trip’s importance. 

“It gave me a general idea of the 
different kinds of education a stu-
dent can get after their high school 
career,” said Vigneault. “There are 
private schools, public schools, and 
state schools to get a wide variety 
of what suits you best.”

Senior Sarah Bartels said the 
tour opened her eyes to her college 
application choices.

“Ever since middle school, there 
was one school that I wanted to 
go to, and seeing other campuses 
shows me that there are more out 
there that kind of had the same 
things to offer,” said Bartels.

Although the schedule is not 
finalized, students will likely visit 
USD, UC San Diego, San Diego 
State, CSU Long Beach, UC Irvine, 
UCLA, and USC. 

information you are submitting to 
ensure that what you are giving is 
both accurate and concise; you may 
never know when and where you 
could have made an error.

Finally, when absolutely every-
thing is done, release the informa-
tion to the colleges you are applying 
to, keep a copy of everything that 
you are sending, and then confirm 
with them that they received all the 
material you sent. 

Seniors offer their 
own app advice

Emma Heflin (BHS 2017)
University of San Diego
Major: Anthropology 
Minor :  German,  Medieva l  and 
Renaissance Studies

What is the best thing about 
your college or university?

It’s a smaller school so there is a sense of community and you find a place 
where you belong. 

What has been the biggest surprise or adjustment?
I didn’t think I would be prepared for all of the coursework but it is actually 

very manageable. College is a bit harder because I feel like there is more 
responsibility than high school because a lot more is at stake. 

Any advice for students still in high school?
If you get the chance get out of Ridgecrest and experience the world on 

your own, take the chance. I know it can be scary but the gratitude overtakes 
the fear.

Other comments?
The dorms are small but I only have one roommate. The food here is 

amazing. The orientation was four days and they really tried to make you 
feel included and a part of a group. There is nothing better than being here. 
I couldn’t have chosen a better school. It’s everything I could ever want; it’s 
beautiful, diverse, and prestigious.

With seniors submitting college 
applications and big decisions 
looming on the horizon, we are 
catching up with Burroughs alumni 
to see how they are enjoying their 
college experiences. 

Here is a former Burro who is 
attending the University of San 
Diego, and what she has to say 
about college and the opportunities 
that come with it. 

That’s a lotta latte! 

The crowded lines of the Starbucks near Stater Bros. will no longer be 
out the door when the new shop opens up near the hospital. Pizza Hut 
will be relocating to the south side of town as Starbucks takes over the 
larger  North China Lake Boulevard location. More details to come.      
                 photo by Tiana Cope

Juniors brace the cold and wind to reserve their spots on the 2018 BHS College Tour.    
                 photo by Chase Cracraft



SportsBB November 28, 2017

by LiLLyan becker

As fall sports come to an end, 
winter sports have begun train-
ing for the start of their season. 
This year, the boys soccer team is 
working hard and together toward 
a strong building season.

Despite the boys’ opening 0-4 
loss to Antelope Valley High 
School last Tuesday, Senior Donty 
Thompson is beginning the season 
on an optimistic note. He has high 
hopes for his last year of soccer and 
is anticipating a solid team. While 
there is tough competition in the 
Mojave River League, Thompson 
explains who he finds to be their 
biggest competition.

“I think our toughest opponent 

ʙʏ Jᴀᴅᴀ Aꜱʜʟᴇʏ
Your Lady Burros soccer team 

is officially back and ready to 
take on this upcoming season. 
Through spring, summer, and 
fall, Head Coach Kelly Blake 
has been preparing the girls with 
conditioning and on the ball 
training, making sure they are in 
the best shape possible.

The team played its first game 
during Thanksgiving break on 
November 21, tying Antelope 
Valley 1-1. 

Going into competition, it was 
essential to make sure the team 
was prepared to play together, and 
the practices leading up to this day 
really focused on that. 

“Our goals are to play as a unit, 
so get to know each other both on 
and off the field and that will help 
them become a better team, making 
sure that they know each other well 
enough to play off each other,” 
said Blake. 

With such teambuilding under 
way, she is hoping to see them come 
away with some wins in league,

 “I know we came away with one 

by Jack Sherritt

Burroughs wrestling season is 
coming up and it looks like the 
team has a lot of potential this year. 

There’s a new coach for the new 
Burroughs wrestling team and his 
name is Rocky Humphrey. He is 
very excited to coach this year.  

“I hope I can fulfill the great job 
the coaches did last year, and I’m 
looking forward to a great season,” 
said Humphrey.

Even though they had a good 
season last year, Humphrey thinks 
they can do even better. 

“We are going to try very hard 
to do better than last year,” said 
Humphrey. “Our kids work hard 
and will do the work they need to 
succeed.” 

Burroughs soccer prepares for the 2017-2018 season
The Lady Burros look to leverage 
unity in the upcoming winter season

last season, but we are definitely 
looking to improve that,” said 
Blake.

The coaches believe that this 
has been one of the toughest years 
conditioning wise and that they 
have really been challenging the 
players to do their best. 

“We have done a lot more 
conditioning this year,” said Blake. 
“We have been making sure that we 
are working on the girls’ endurance 
to make sure that once we play 
that first game, it won’t be a rude 
awakening.”

She said they’ve been working 
on a lot of changes of pace and 
changes in direction to make sure 
that the conditioning and endurance 
training mimicks game play. 

Last year’s toughest rival was 
Oak Hills with a score of 10-0 at 
Oak Hills, 8-0 home.

This year Blake sees Serrano 
joining Oak Hills as top threats.

“They’ve been the powerhouses 
of soccer for the last few years,” 
said Blake. “They always have a 
good deep team and I assume that 
it will be the same this year.”

Seniors Micah Pearson, Shaylyn Goedert, Aysen Moreno, and Junior Lillyan Becker work on a drill earlier this 
month at practice.                                                                                                                  photo by Jada Ashley

Men’s Soccer works toward big season after a long and hard off-sea-
is ourselves because we’re still 
working on coming together as a 
team that plays well together,” said 
Thompson.  

Throughout the boys, team bond-
ing has become a common goal. 

 “Even though we’re all really 
good individually, I think we need 
to learn how to connect better on 
the field, said Junior Moe Morales. 
“It will definitely improve our 
game, but is something we’re still 
working on.” 

Varsity Head Coach Kris Dick-
son is optimistically looking into 
the next few months due to all of 
the hard work of the coaching staff 
and, most importantly, that of the 
players. 

“This year we have absolutely 
zero excuses,” said Dickson. “We 
got a head start on conditioning 
and hit the technical work hard 
over the past couple of months. The 
boys have built a much stronger 
technical foundation than they had 
last year.”

With all of the boys persisting 
with determination, Dickson is 
excited to see all of the hard work 
pay off. 

“I am personally looking for-
ward to seeing the boys collectively 
recognize and unleash the vast po-
tential they have yet to discover as 
a team, and the ensuing confidence 
that will come with that recogni-
tion,” said Dickson.

Seniors Alex Villa, Donty Thompson, Junior Rene Valiente, and Freshman 
Max Villa work on their skills earlier this month at practice.
      photo by Jada Ashley

New season, new coach: 
Men’s hoops look ahead
by chaSe cracraft

With the change in weather 
comes the shift in BHS athletics. 
Football season and other fall 
sports’ coming to a close means 
winter sports are on the horizon. 
One sport in particular everyone is 
anxious to see is Men’s Basketball, 
which is now under new manage-
ment with the retiring of longtime 
Head Coach Doug Hayes. 

Coach Scott Hansen, previously 
Hayes’ assistant, will take the posi-
tion as the new BHS Men’s Bas-
ketball Head Coach. This will be 
Hansen’s fifth year as a BHS coach 
and he and his team are looking 
forward to a great season. 

“My goal as Head Coach this 
season is to have a team who works 
hard and gets better every day.  We 
will be a team that is unselfish and 
plays together and for each other,” 
said Hansen. 

This type of mindset will defi-
nitely help the team achieve some 
of its goals for this upcoming 
season. 

Junior Trevor Frisbee has a few 
goals in mind he hopes the team 
will accomplish alongside with 
Coach Hansen. “I want to have a 
fun winning season,” said Frisbee. 
“I want to win league and make it 
far in the playoffs!”

Hansen has made a few addi-
tions to the program that he hopes 
will make for an enjoyable time 
for the fans.  

“One of the changes that we 
are implementing this year is the 
Alumni game,” said Hansen. “The 

Juniors Osamand Tolai and Dabrien Skipworth go head to head in a recent 
scrimmage.                photo by Chase Cracraft

game is November 25 at Burroughs 
gym starting at 12:30.  We have had 
great interest so far and have former 
players such as Rory O’Neil (USC), 
Gavin MacGregor (BYU), and 
JD Martin (former MLB pitcher) 
signed up, just to name a few.  
There will be an alumni vs. alumni 
game, 3-point contest, two raffles 
with many cool prizes including an 
iPhone X and a Vizio 55” 4K TV, 
some great food, and finally the 
alumni vs. the current team.  We 
are also collecting canned goods 
for a local food bank so bring a 
few canned goods to potentially 
win a BHS Boys’ basketball shirt 
or hat.  We really hope to get as 
many students and people from 
the community down to watch the 
event and get their first look at the 
2017-’18 Varsity Basketball team,” 
said Hansen.

After the excitement of the 
alumni game, it’s back to business 
for the team as they continue to 
prepare for the 2017-18 season. The 
Burros look to take the league title, 
but will have to get by the league 
title holder Hesperia. 

“We are in a pretty deep league,” 
said Hansen. “Oak Hills is always 
good but I think Hesperia will be 
our toughest competition.  They 
haven’t been beat in league in 
two years and just got a junior 
transfer who has been all league in 
our league both his freshman and 
sophomore year.” 

The Burros are ready for the 
upcoming season and can’t wait to 
play in front of the home crowd.

BHS athletes compete in CIF action

The BHS football team kicked off its Thanksgiving break with a 32-7 victory over St. Anthony High School 
in quarterfinal play, earning them their first semifinal matchup in twelve years.  They finished their break 
with a matchup against Mayfair High (the scores were not availible at press time). Todd Mather was going 
into the game leaning on the team’s solid defense to continue to help carry the team through its winning 
streak.                  

photo by Chase Cracraft

Wrestling is ready to takedown the competition
Toward that end, Humphrey has 

outlined a set of goals for the team. 
“I hope that we can be all around 

strong,” he said. “I hope we can 
come together as a team and do well 
this year. We have a lot of potential 
and hard-working kids willing to do 
the work needed to succeed, and I 
am going to try to give them the 
information to succeed.”

Senior Team Captain Benjamin 
Niesen  shares  Humphrey’s 
excitement for the upcoming 
season and echoed many of the 
same sentiments. 

“We have a lot of potential, we 
can be very good this year,” said 
Niesen.  “We have a new coach 
but I think we can still do very well 
against these harder teams in league 

this season.” 
Niesen believes their  top 

competition will come from the 
Sultans. 

“Sultana is always very good, 
and I am hoping we can beat them 
this year,” said Niesen. “We are 
going to work very hard to try.”

Senior Austin Muhle also has 
high hopes for this upcoming 
season. 

“It is my last season, I’m hoping 
to do good,” said Muhle. “I want to 
have fun with my friends but at the 
same time we are all going to work 
very hard to try and succeed.”

It looks like the wrestling team 
has an exciting year ahead of them. 
If you get the chance, check out a 
one of their upcoming matches!

           
Despite having to play in shoes 
borrowed from her mother, Junior 
Emily Aralar put her best feet 
forward last week to compete at 
the CIF Southern Section Girls 
Individual Tennis Sectionals. 
Competing in Division 4, Aralar  
played Rubidoux in the first 
round and won 6-1, 6-1. After a 
win by forfeit, Aralar advanced 
to the third round, which she lost 
0-6,1-6. She seemed pleased 
with her performance, noting that  
she played until her feet hurt and 
received compliments from all 
the tournament directors on her 
playing. 

Contributed photo
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